he enquires about the suit case but there is no trace. Then, he
makes a complaint to the police. Kesavachari. the co-passenger
takes the suit case to his house. During investigtion, the police
approach the house of Kesavachari and enquire about the suit
case. Though he admits that he has taken the suitcase left by one
passenger in the train and it is found by him. and it need not be
returned and with that understanding, he sa\s that though the
address of the owner of the suit case is available in the suit case,
he did not send the suit case or give information to the owner of
the suit case. Whether Kesavachari is liable to return the suit
case to its owner?

*   Under Section 71 of the Indian Contract Act. 1872. a person
who finds goods belonging to another and takes them into his
custody is subject to the same responsibility as a bailee. So, as
Kesavachari has found the suit case left by Arunachalam and
having opened it and come to know of his address, he must
find out the owner and he can retain the suit case with him,
till the owner comes. He should not use the contents of the suit
case for his own purposes. His position is similar to a bailee.
If he misappropriates the contents of the suit case, he is liable
for an offence under Section 403 IPC. When the owner comes,
he should return the same to the owner.

199.  Swathi Mining company took a mining lease. Interpreting
one clause in the Mining Act they paid cess on dead rent and
subsequently, it was clarified by the Government that so much
amount alone has to be paid. As Swathi Mining Company had
paid excess amount under mistake of law, the company claimed
refund of the excess amount. Whether the company is entitled to
claim refund of the excess amount paid?

*   Under Section 72 of the Indian Contract Act, 1872, a person
to whom money has been paid or anything delivered, by
mistake or under coercion, must repay or return it. So, as
Swathi Mining Company has paid excess cess under a mistake
of law, the company is entitled to claim refund of the excess
amount, so paid.

200.  Gayatri Rice Mills agreed to supply 100 bags of fine rice
to Dhanalakshmi Rice and Grain Merchants at the rate of
Rs.700/- per bag. However, no time limit is fixed hoping that the
bags will be supplied within reasonable time. After they entered
into the contract, the price of rice considerably increased, So,
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